Results
At the light microscopic level, distinct ANP immunoreactivity was found in 20-90% of the myocytes in the ventricles of the sponta- ' : 10 and 11 ) and the hypertrophic ventricles ( Figure  12 ), but not in other organdIes of the cardiocytes. The relative density of the labeling gold particles in the granules of the ventricles ( Figure   12 ) was similar to that in the atria ( Figure  11 ) of the hypertensive heart. However, the average number ofgold particles in each granule of normotensive rats ( Figure  10 ) was 50% higher than in the granules of the hypertensive rats ( Figure   11 ) ( < 0.01). In other words, the granules in the cardiocytes of the hypertensive rats contamed less alpha-ANP-like immunoreactivity than the granules in the normotensive rats. Inside the specific granules, the abundance of labeling gold particles appeared to be directly in proportion to the darkness of the granule ( Figure  13 ). Figure 8 . Electron micrograph shows one membrane-bound granule (arrow) in a cardiocyte in myocardium of left ventricle of a spontaneously hypertensive rat. The granule is similar in shape, size, and appearance to those in the atria. Original magnification x 12,500. Bar = 0.5 tm. 
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Original magnification x 12,500. Bar = 0.5 to the specific granules. Note that the den- Original magnification x 31.500. Bar = 0.1 tm. Figure 13 . Electron micrograph of a specific granule in ventricle of a spontaneously hypertensive rat. The labeling gold particles are 5 nm in diameter.
Note that the density of the gold particles is in direct proportion to the darkness ofthe specific granule. Original magnification
x 31,500. Bar = 0.1 sm.
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